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Sketch of the mural that is in the process of being painted on the side of 

CMAC building in Downtown Fresno.  [Credit: Francisco Letelier] 

See President’s Message next page for more information about Fresno 

street art 

89th Annual SWAA Conference 
May 4-5, 2018 

 

“Humans: The Mediated Species” 

 

 Register for the conference HERE 
      Make your advance reservation for the Banquet when 

 you register. If you’ve already registered, you can still 

 make advance reservations for the Banquet using this 

 link. 

 Call for Papers [Conference theme information] 
 

 Submit an abstract for paper, poster, film or   

      salon session HERE  [deadline February 1] 
 

 Make your hotel reservations HERE 

Join us at the 89th Annual SWAA Conference in Fresno, California  

at the Doubletree Hilton Hotel Fresno Convention Center 

https://swaa-anthro.org/2018-swaa-conference-registration/
https://swaa-anthro.org/call-for-papers/
https://swaa-anthro.org/2018-swaa-conference-registration/
https://swaa-anthro.org/2018-swaa-conference-registration/
https://swaa-anthro.org/hotel-information-2018/
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President’s Message: Winter, 2017-2018 
 

Preparations for the Southwestern Anthropological Association 2018 conference in Fresno, 

May 4-5, 2018, are well underway and I want to update you on a few items.  
 

Please check out the Call for Papers for SWAA 2018. The theme is Humans: The Mediated 

Species.    
 

Registration is open and runs until April 19, 2018. Once you register , you will have the 

opportunity to submit an abstract.  
 

  Abstract submission closes on Feb. 1, 2018. Please consider  shar ing your  work with other  

anthropologists from around the Southwest! Potential presentation formats include traditional paper, film, 

poster, and a discussion-oriented salon session. 
 

Other news: 
 

The distinguished speaker at the Saturday night banquet will be renowned anthropologist, Dr. Yolanda Moses. 
 

Fresno State anthropologists are preparing an ethnographic food guide with an emphasis on places to eat that 

are near the conference site at the DoubleTree by Hilton downtown. This video published by a Fresno-based 

company recently spotlighted a local food entrepreneur whose restaurant is a short walk from the DoubleTree. 
 

We will offer a mural tour of downtown Fresno on the afternoon of Friday, May 

4: “Rebranding & Displacement: The Politics of Murals, Race, and Technology in 

Downtown Fresno.” The tour will be led by Fresno-based mural scholars Carissa 

Garcia and Teresa Flores. The cost of $10, which you can pay at registration time, 

goes to support artists and mural scholars in Fresno. We are excited to continue to 

offer SWAA attendees opportunities like this, to experience the cultural richness of 

our conference cities. 
 

Please direct any general questions to me (my email is below), and questions about abstract submission and 

the program to SWAA Vice President and Program Chair, Dr. Sarah Grant (CSU-Fullerton).  

 

Sincerely, 

Henry D. (Hank) Delcore, Ph.D. 

Professor of Anthropology 

California State University, Fresno 

hdelcore@csufresno.edu 
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How Many Murals Are In Fresno County? Creative Fresno Is 
Mapping Them Out 

 
 
 

                                  See:  http://kvpr.org/post/how-many-murals-are-fresno-county-creative-fresno-mapping-them-out  

By Ezra David Romero and Joe Moore, August 11, 2015  

Valley Public Radio (NPR for Central California) 

All Things Considered 

http://kvpr.org/post/how-many-murals-are-fresno-county-creative-fresno-mapping-them-out
http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kvpr/files/styles/x_large/public/201508/fresno_murals.jpg
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 Distinguished Speaker: Dr. Yolanda T. Moses 

SWAA Banquet,  

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
 

We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Yolanda Moses as our distinguished banquet 

speaker for the SWAA 2018 conference. 

 

From her faculty web page: 

Dr. Moses served as President of the American Anthropological Association, 

Chair of the Board of the American Association of Colleges and Universities, 

Past President of City University of New York/ The City College (1993-

1999), and President of the American Association for Higher Education 

(2000-2003). She currently serves as Professor of Anthropology and the As-

sociate Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity and Excellence at the Universi-

ty of California, Riverside. Dr. Moses’ research focuses on the broad ques-

tion of the origins of social inequality in complex societies through the use of 

comparative ethnographic and survey methods.  She has explored gender and class disparities in the Caribbe-

an, East Africa and in the United States. More recently, her research has focused on issues of diversity and 

change in universities and colleges in the United States, India, Europe and South Africa. 
 

She is currently involved with several national higher education projects with the National Council for Re-

search on Women, Campus Women Lead and The Women of Color Research Collective. In addition, she is 

Chair of the National Advisory Board of a multi-year national public education project sponsored by the 

American Anthropological Association and funded by NSF and the Ford Foundation on Race and Human 

Variation. See: www.understandingrace.org. 
 

She is the co-author also with Carol Mukhopadhyay and Rosemary Henze, Professors at CSU San Jose of the 

book: How Real is Race: A Sourcebook on Race, Culture and Biology. (2007) Rowman and Littlefield. Dr. 

Moses is currently a consultant to the American Council on Education’s Project, on linking International and 

Diversity Issues, and to the recent publication, At Home in the World: Bridging the Gap between Internation-

alization and Multicultural Education (2007). She is currently a faculty member in the Salzburg Seminar‘s 

ISP Program in Salzburg, Austria. 
 

Dr. Moses has also held a senior visiting Research appointment at George Washington University in Wash-

ington D.C. (2000 to 2004), and as Professor of Anthropology at the City University of New York Graduate 

University (1993-2000). 
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Student Poster Competition 

Competition Requirements 

1. Posters submitted to the competition must be presented at the SWAA Annual Conference of the same   

year. The submitted poster may not differ substantially from the poster at time of presentation. 

 

2.   Only single-authored posters are allowed. 

 

3. The author must be an undergraduate or graduate student and must be enrolled in a college or   

      university at the time when the poster is presented at the SWAA Annual Conference. 

 

4.   In order to be in the competition all you need to do is present your poster during your allotted time slot.  

      All single-authored student posters are automatically entered into the Student Poster Competition. 

      See this link for Poster Guidelines 

Competition Requirements 

To submit a paper to the competition, the student must first register for the Conference, choosing “yes” for  

submitting an abstract. 

 

1. The student must submit an abstract by February 1, 2018. 

 

2. Full papers should be submitted via email to Michael Eissinger, by April 15, 2018. 

 

3. Papers submitted to the competition must be presented at the SWAA Annual Conference of the same 

      year. The submitted paper may not differ substantially from the presentation.   

      See this link for Paper Guidelines. 

 

4. Only single-authored papers are allowed. 

 

5. The author must be an undergraduate or graduate student and must be enrolled in a college or university 

       at the time when the paper is presented at the SWAA Annual Conference. 

 

                         Entries to the competition must be submitted by the following date: 

                                            Submission Deadline: April 15, 2018 

Student Paper Competition 

https://swaa-anthro.org/student-poster-competition/C:/Users/beerickson/Documents/0000%20Five%20year%20review%20documents
mailto:meissinger@csufresno.edu
https://swaa-anthro.org/student-paper-competition/


 

   

 Museums and Exhibits 
By Hilarie Kelly, University of La Verne 

Destination Fresno, May 2018:  

Road Trips, Museums, and Cultural Exhibitions 

      

     The 2018 Southwestern Anthropology Association Conference will be in Fresno California.  For many of 

us, this means a road trip, and perhaps even carpooling with colleagues.  There is a good reason why so many 

films have been made on the theme of road trips, and why journeys are a staple plot element in literature from 

around the world.  While on our way, we are bound to encounter novelty, the unexpected, and opportunities to 

learn about things we have never heard of before.  Who knew, for example, that there is a fairly good restau-

rant called Taste of India in Buttonwillow, a possible gas station and rest stop at the intersection of California 

Highway 5 and Route 58 (the Carissa/Blue Star Memorial Highway), which connects to Highway 101 closer to 

the coast, and extends east to Bakersfield and Highway 99, a route to Fresno? This restaurant has been there 

for years and is one of the few places in the area to feature vegetarian/vegan cuisine as well as options for car-

nivores and omnivores. This variety is standard 

in Punjabi eating establishments both here and 

in India, where it is common to see signs tout-

ing “Veg/Non-Veg.”   
 

   The Sikh religion originated in the Punjab 

region of northwest India, where people who 

are both Sikh and non-Sikh (e.g., Hindu) are 

identified ethnically as being Punjabi.  While 

some Hindus observe vegetarianism, Sikhism 

permits meat-eating.  Most Indian buffets fre-

quented by Americans here in the United States 

represent Punjabi cuisine.  As in many Indian 

eating places, the Taste of India (a common 

name for Indian restaurants in the United 

States) in Buttonwillow has an overhead televi-

sion screen showing music and dance scenes 

from popular Indian films.  Apropos of that 

topic, afficionados of Indian film will want to 

look at the new encyclopedic book, Bollywood: The Films, The Songs, the Stars, a visually satisfying coffee 

table accompaniment to the 2004 scholarly, anthropological text by Tejaswini Ganti, Bollywood: a Guidebook 

to Popular Hindi Cinema.   

 

                        Photo of roof, which is visible on Google Maps. 

                                         Punjabi food          Bollywood dance 
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     There are more than a half dozen Indian restaurants in 

Bakersfield for those who are traveling between Fresno 

and points south.  There are also six Sikh temples be-

tween Visalia and Madera along highway 99, bracketing 

Fresno.  As many of you know, the Sikh religion originat-

ed in India’s Punjab region, which began to send migrants 

to California as early as 1910, and the city of Yuba, Cali-

fornia, just north of Sacramento on Highway 99, still cel-

ebrates that history with a remarkable four mile-long an-

nual parade in November.  Those early migrants, mostly 

male, intermarried with the Mexican-American communi-

ty, but their descendants have been joined by newer mi-

grants, to the extent that the Yuba-Sutter Area is reputed to have one of the largest Sikh populations outside of 

Punjab itself.   To learn more about this fascinating history, I recommend you visit the Becoming American 

Museum in Yuba City, and explore its website. The website includes this short video, which can be used for 

teaching in the classroom. The first Sikh temple in North America was built in Stockton, California, where it 

still sits today, functioning as a center of transnational Punjabi interest.   See, for example, this 2006 article 

from an Indian newspaper.  See also this digital archive, maintained by UC Davis. An excellent anthropologi-

cal resource on the Punjabi/Mexican-American connection is Karen Leonard’s 2010 text, Making Ethnic 

Choices: California’s Punjabi Mexican-Americans. 
 

     One destination SWAA travelers may want to visit is the Selma-Kingsburg area, California’s “raisin capital 

of the world.”   The annual raisin festival may take place in Selma on the weekend of our conference, so look 

at our SWAA Facebook page for updates as information become available.  The Sun Maid Raisin store is lo-

cated just south of Selma in Kingsburg, which is a Solvang-like town commemorating the area’s Swedish im-

migrant heritage. (In 1921 the Swedish immigrant population within a 3mile radius was 94%, according to the 

city’s web page.)  Their annual Swedish Festival is held the third weekend in May, for those who may still be 

in the area then.  For visitors throughout the year there are Swedish-themed shops and an iconic, coffee pot-

shaped water tower that is visible from the highway. The Sun Maid raisin plant no longer allows tours of its 

facility, unfortunately.   Visiting there several years ago, I was told that food processing plants had been dis-

couraged from allowing tours since 9/11.  This clearly has not been applied throughout the United States or 

California, however, as is known to anyone who has toured the Jelly Belly factory in Fairfield, north of San 

Francisco on Highway 80, for example. (Anyone knowing of other food factory tours, please let me know so 

that we can share that information with colleagues who teach classes on food and culture.)  I would have liked 

to make such a tour at Sun Maid, if only to investigate further the interesting elements of grape production de-

scribed by anthropologist David W. Haines in his excellent 2017 teaching text, An Introduction to Sociocultur-

al Anthropology: Adaptations, Structures, Meanings (pages 150-152). Haines is one of our American experts  

 

  

Sikh American Farmers [Photo credit: Preston Merchant 

photo published in this excellent article.] 

  

Coffee pot water tower Sunmaid Raisin trail 
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http://www.punjabipioneers.com/
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https://vimeo.com/39032751
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http://www.tribuneindia.com/2006/20060924/spectrum/main2.htm
http://pioneeringpunjabis.ucdavis.edu/contributions/religion/stockton-temple/
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on immigration and diasporic communities in the United States, and energeti-

cally helps to maintain the Society for Urban, National, Transnational and 

Global Anthropology (SUNTA) Committee on Refugees and Immigrants 

(CORI.)  His 2010 text, Safe Haven: A  History of Refugees in America is an 

excellent resource, as is his 2001 text (co-edited with Carol Mortland), Mani-

fest Destinies: Americanizing Immigrants and Internationalizing Americans. 
 

     Tying in to the theme of Sikh immigrants in California, many of whom are 

still an important part of the state’s agricultural economy, I would recommend 

visiting the Sikh Center of the Pacific Coast in Selma, a gurdwara that, follow-

ing standard Sikh tradition, welcomes all as guests.  This particular Sikh temple 

serves the Sikh farming population of the area. For those in the area on Satur-

day, April 14 (or in any other town with a Sikh community), there will be a celebration of the Sikh New Year 

commemorating the founding of the religion.  There is a general protocol for visiting a gurdwara, as is helpful-

ly described on these blog sites: Visiting a Gurdwara, and Gurdwara etiquette.  For example, head coverings 

are expected for both men and women.  Most gurdwaras offer some form of vegetarian free food, called langar 

or prasad, but it is a good idea to inquire ahead of time, if possible, or to ask on site if the food sharing is not 

immediately visible.  (See this website for more information on this practice.)  There are other gurdwaras lo-

cated along road routes in to Fresno, e.g., Stockton and Turlock if one is driving down from the north.  Experi-

encing a Sikh temple would be a useful short field experience for anthropology students and those who teach 

the anthropology of religion.  Sikhism is considered one of the least understood religions in the United States, 

which has contributed to some acts of violence against Sikhs who are sometimes mistaken for Muslims, also 

targets of hate and violence.  In fact, a Sikh elder was killed in Fresno in January 2016 (the second such attack 

in two years), leading to a relatively successful campaign to educate local residents about their Sikh neighbors.  
 

      Much of California is still devoted to agricultural production, and I have recommended in this column pre-

viously that SWAA members consider the value of studying the cultural history of farming in the state by en-

gaging in what is now being called “agricultural tourism” (yes, that is a “thing”) and visiting small town muse-

ums, historical homes, and other sites that reveal more about the transformations that are still taking place in 

the state.  The late Walter Goldschmidt, one of my UCLA mentors, famously documented the shift from fami-

ly farming to corporate agriculture (which continues to this day) in his 1947 book As Y ou Sow: Three Studies 

in the Social Consequences of Agribusiness.  His findings are still widely referred to as the “Goldschmidt hy-

pothesis” and describes how the transition from small-scale, family-based farming to large-scale, industrial 

agribusiness farming had adverse effects on community life in three Central Valley communities in the vicinity 

of Fresno: Arvin, Dinuba, and Wasco.  I will be re-reading his book and any updated information relevant to 

his hypothesis and California’s Central Valley (often referred to as a “breadbasket for the world”) that I can 

access before our conference.  There is no doubt that immigrant farmers and immigrant labor has played an 

important role in this history. 
 

     There are many possibilities for mini-field trips while driving to Fresno for our 2018 conference, and we 

would love to hear some suggestions from our SWAA membership to share on Facebook. Please contact me 

with yours (hkelly@laverne.edu, using the subject “SWAA road trip”). 
 

Editor’s note: References for all works mentioned in this column are available on request. 

 

 

    Winter 2017-2018, Vol. 58 No. 4 8 

http://www.sikhiwiki.org/index.php/Visiting_a_Gurdwara
http://www.newtosikhi.com/group/gurdwaraetiquette/forum/topics/top-tips-for-going-to-the
https://www.thoughtco.com/langar-and-the-gurus-free-kitchen-2993455
http://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article174056501.html
mailto:hkelly@laverne.edu


 

   

 

 

 

 

Rise of the Trolls:  Studying Mediated Hate 

     In February 2017, the College Republicans held a counter demonstra-

tion on the Cal State Fullerton campus where they heckled a pro-

immigrant rally sponsored by Students for Justice in Palestine.  Members 

of the College Republicans held up signs that included Pepe the Frog and 

Harambe the Gorilla, internet memes with anti-Semitic and racist signifi-

ers, respectively.  It was at this moment that I was face to face with the 

postmodern hipster fascism that I had seen online. 
 

     These notes take on a dynamic occurring now in American culture 

concerning humans as a mediated species:  trolling is an internet phenom-

enon that has gone live.  Moreover, one of the preferred spaces for 

trolling is the university.  This fraught moment evokes more questions 

than answers for university-based anthropologists.   
 

     Doing research on trolling not only involves a morbidly fascinating social phenomenon—mobs at the fring-

es of a social movement—but also their targets, including the university and its mission of providing a broad 

“liberal” education.  More importantly for members of SWAA, the social movement that goes by the label alt 

right has racialist and racist elements that challenge the foundations of the Boasian anthropological perspec-

tive.  We are in a total social field where the investigators, the investigated, and the institutions and publics 

that support them all are in play.  In this column, I will take on trolls and trolling.  In the future, I will discuss 

the alt right’s campaign against the university and the implications for anthropology as a discipline dedicated 

to diversity and evidence-based knowledge with a solid ethical foundation. 
 

     My own bias is that I am involved professionally and personally:  I have been a target of online trolls due to 

a confrontation I had with the College Republicans.  I am not alone, as professors across the country are in-

creasingly being watch listed, harassed and their academic freedom challenged in class and on Breitbart, Fox 

News and Campus Reform.  The College Republicans not only accused me of punching a student, with no evi-

dence, on their Facebook page, but posted a club meeting announcement that read “Greater Threat:  Eric Canin 

or North Korea?”  The university did nothing about this except try to fire me, but that is a story for another 

time.  Conducting research into a group that regards me as an enemy, as an anthropology professor at a public 

university, as a person of Jewish descent, and as an individual with a history of social justice activism, would 

involve a morass of practical and ethical issues.  For instance, rapport and trust would be hard won, if possible 

at all. 
 

     What is trolling?  Once a practice of incitement and harassment that occurred in the privacy and anonymity 

of internet chat platforms like Reddit and 4Chan, alt right trolling has graduated from dark corners of the web 

to more visible public spaces.  Initially, those spaces were still virtual, if more conspicuous, such as the “free 

speech” platform Twitter, where for example African American actress Leslie Brown was hounded for her role 

in the remake of the movie Ghostbusters.  More recently, trolls have begun appearing in actual social spaces 

such as the unite the right rally in Charlottesville VA, and on university campuses around the country by alt 

right celebrities such as Richard Spencer and Milo Yiannopoulis.  On Halloween 2017, arch troll Yiannopoulis 

appeared at Cal State Fullerton on his Troll Academy Tour.  The stated objective of the tour was to train a 

“troll army” to fight against political correctness and liberal professors who are thought to control academia.  

During his previous appearance at Berkeley and elsewhere, evidence suggests that the actual goal was to troll 

the university itself:  to appear so outrageous that he would be banned from speaking, and then claim that the 

liberal university censors free speech. 
 

     Who are the trolls, and what do they want?  Are they just attention-seekers with a sense of frustrated entitle-

ment or something more?  Such inquiries would require innovative fieldwork techniques.  What  would  an  in- 

Editorial Page 

By Eric Canin, California State University, Fullerton 
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terview look like?  Trolls operate at the level of metadiscourse.  They are denizens of internet chat platforms 

who make outrageous statements and accusations in order to disrupt reasoned discourse and incite an emotion-

al reaction.  Responding to a troll, whether in a reasoned or emotional manner, is taking the bait, and is likely 

to result in more frequent and intense trolling.  The expression in online communities, “don’t feed the trolls,” 

is an exhortation to not reward attention-seeking behavior by responding.   
 

     Trolls are the subject of folklore, in a broad sense.  They have moved from traditional folk belief to the fan-

tasy genre, and now to vaguely defined and often anonymous social actors in an era of fake news.  In news sto-

ries, trolls are angry young white men, raised on the physical isolation of the internet, living in their mother’s 

basement, acting out anonymously the crudest projections of repressed desires in their online attacks.  More 

than any defined ideology, they are fueled by resentments, a string of anti-’s:  anti-immigrant, anti-feminist, 

anti-Jew, anti-African American, anti-multiculturalism, etc.  Often, they act individually, but increasingly, they 

have coalesced into groups, organized in those “dark corner” forums, in order to initiate concerted and sus-

tained trolling campaigns.  There is even talk of “troll farms” in Russia that sought to sway the 2016 U.S. pres-

idential election. An investigation would have to separate the lore from reality, alternative facts from evidence-

based facts. 
 

     Trolls are being mobilized as the shock troops of the alt-

right, a coalition of reactionary authoritarian white national-

ists.  In other words alt-right is a euphemism for fascist, by 

many definitions, and here the term is used descriptively 

rather than as an epithet.  Fascism is unfortunately as Amer-

ican as baseball, from massive Ku Klux Klan rallies to in-

dustrialist Henry Ford’s support for Hitler.  Today’s young 

hipster neo-fascists wear polo shirts and khakis, cut their 

hair in the Hitler-style “fashy,” speak in coded language and 

memes with full on postmodern irony, and regard their fa-

ther’s Klan hood as uncool, but they are rather sour old wine 

in new bottles.  Encouraged by the crude, racially-charged 

discourse that now stands for political speech, they have ex-

panded their social media presence to the real world, leaving 

their computer in mom’s basement.  Or have they?  I sus-

pect the anonymous online troll is a different breed from the 

public troll who brazenly flaunts their identity. 
 

     But, wait, the College Republicans call themselves “conservatives,” a move to appropriate a kinder, gentler 

label.  It is worth pointing out that fascism is a far cry from conservatism, as communism is from liberalism.  

A limited 2-dimensional view of politics obscures the divide of authoritarianism from participatory democra-

cy.  There are dangerous narcissistic control freaks across the left-right ideological spectrum, and anthropology 

need not be partisan to call out fascism, even—and especially—when disguised as conservatism. 
 

     So, what?  Just ignore them?  The normalization of trolling, whether online or off, is a dangerous prospect.  

We risk becoming desensitized to the stream of vile attacks for the sake of attacks, based on a person’s identity 

as much as their views.  In Germany during the 1930s, people became so desensitized to small acts that they 

might have considered evil, and did not imagine that the Nazis would actually carry out their obviously outra-

geous program.  Hannah Arendt called this the “banality of evil.”  Never again. 
 

     Start with small acts of good. 

Winter 2017-2018, Vol. 58 No. 4 
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Film Review 
By Hilarie Kelly, University of La Verne 

Parched: Rajasthani Women Thirsting for Liberation 

     The line between documentary film and narrative film (e.g., “docudrama?”) is sometimes thin.  “Parched” 

is the story of four Indian women who come together in a rural village in arid Rajasthan, where they struggle 

against the most cruel and wasteful excesses of traditional patriarchy.  One would not expect comedy in this 

landscape, but there is unexpected levity and release in their friendship with each other.  The central character 

is Rani (which means “queen,” though she is anything but), a frugal widow with a spoiled, rebellious (and 

viciously sexist) late-teenage son who goes by the incongruous nickname of Gulab, which means a sweet-

smelling rose. Rani dutifully cares for her ancient and mute mother-in-law who, we learn, used to approve of 

her son’s beating of Rani when she was a very young wife.  Rani becomes complicit in the perpetuation of the 

tradition of forced child marriage and its dysfunctional, hostile aftermath when she arranges the marriage of 

her disinterested son to an unwilling Janki, who quickly shows her own rebellious streak.  Near-disaster en-

sues, but this tale is a Bollywood product with art film aspirations, so there is a bit of redemption by the 

end.  Rani has an intimate friend in the apparently barren Lajjo, who is abused by her drunken husband.  The 

two women’s barely repressed joyfulness and sheer loveliness creates a soul-sustaining bond between 

them.   An itinerant erotic dancer and sex worker, Bijli improbably feeds the women’s fantasies of fulfillment, 

as all three comfort each other throughout the brutal setbacks they each face at the hands of the tone-deaf and 

destructive defenders of stubborn male privilege. An unexpected mystic lover and a joyride in a carnival car 

become literal vehicles of their emancipation.  This film was directed by Leena Yadav, the woman who also 

wrote the story, and it was produced by actor Ajay Devgn, who has a background of playing stereotypically 

tough male characters.  Themes of village-level xeno-

phobia, rural marginalization, labor migration, as well 

as barriers to democratic local leadership and appropri-

ate development also permeate the story.   

 

     The film has won numerous awards at international 

film festivals and is available for purchase on Ama-

zon.  The trailer can be viewed here: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=m69d-KNi2Q0. 

(Use the closed captions function to read English subti-

tles, and follow additional links to view other videos 

about the film.)  I saw it on an international flight that 

included numerous Bollywood films as in-flight enter-

tainment options.  The film is not only about gender is-

sues from a woman’s perspective, but it also represents 

ways in which India’s enormously powerful commercial 

film industry seeks to advance a variety of socially pro-

gressive ideas in this highly popular medium that en-

gages Indians at home, in the diaspora, and huge audi-

ences of non-Indians as well. 

 

Parched 
 

A film by Leena Yadav 
 

Actors: Tannishtha Chatterjee, Radhika Apte, Surveen Chawla, 

Lehar Khan, Riddhi Sen 
 

Director: Leena Yadav 
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   Book Corner 

Zombies: An Anthropological Investigation of the Living Dead 
By Philippe Charlier (author) and Richard Gray (translator)  

2017 

University of Florida Press, 160 pages 
 

Forensic pathologist Philippe Charlier—dubbed the "Indiana Jones of the graveyards"—travels to 

Haiti where rumors claim that some who die may return to life as zombies. Charlier investigates 

these far-fetched stories and finds that, in Haiti, the dead are a part of daily life. Families, fearing 

that loved ones may return from the grave, urge pallbearers to take rambling routes to prevent the 

recently departed from finding their way home from cemeteries. Corpses are sometimes killed a 

second time, just to be safe. And a person might spend their life preparing their funeral and grave to 

ensure they will not become a wandering soul after death.  

 

But are the stories true? Charlier's investigations lead him to Vodou leader Max Beauvoir and other 

priests, who reveal how bodies can be reanimated. In some cases, sorcerers lure the dead from their 

graves and give them a potion concocted from Devil's Snare, a plant more commonly known as 

Jimsonweed. Sometimes secret societies use poudre zombie—“zombie powder”—spiked with the 

tetrodotoxin found in blowfish. Charlier eagerly collects evidence, examining Vodou dolls by X-ray, 

making sacrifices at rituals, and visiting cemeteries under the cloak of night. Zombies follows Char-

lier's journey to understand the fascinating and frightening world of Haiti's living dead, inviting 

readers to believe the unbelievable. 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Zombies-Anthropological-Investigation-Living-Dead/  

 

The Creative Spark: How Imagination Made Humans Exceptional 
By Agustin Fuentes 

2017 

Dutton Press, 352 pages 
 

 

 

A bold new synthesis of paleontology, archaeology, genetics, and anthropology that overturns 

misconceptions about race, war and peace, and human nature itself, answering an age-old ques-

tion: What made humans so exceptional among all the species on Earth? 

 

Creativity. It is the secret of what makes humans special, hiding in plain sight. Agustín Fuentes 

argues that your child's finger painting comes essentially from the same place as creativity in 

hunting and gathering millions of years ago, and throughout history in making war and peace, 

in intimate relationships, in shaping the planet, in our communities, and in all of art, religion, 

and even science. It requires imagination and collaboration. Every poet has her muse; every 

engineer, an architect; every politician, a constituency. The manner of the collaborations varies 

widely, but successful collaboration is inseparable from imagination, and it brought us every-

thing from knives and hot meals to iPhones and interstellar spacecraft. 

 

Weaving fascinating stories of our ancient ancestors' creativity, Fuentes finds the patterns that 

match modern behavior in humans and animals. This key quality has propelled the evolution-

ary development of our bodies, minds, and cultures, both for good and for bad. It's not the drive 

to reproduce; nor competition for mates, or resources, or power; nor our propensity for caring 

for one another that have separated us out from all other creatures.  

 

As Fuentes concludes, to make something lasting and useful today you need to understand the nature of your collaboration with others, what 

imagination can and can't accomplish, and, finally, just how completely our creativity is responsible for the world we live in. Agustín Fuentes's 

resounding multimillion-year perspective will inspire readers—and spark all kinds of creativity. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Creative-Spark-Imagination-Humans-Exceptional/ 
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Close Encounters with Humankind: 

A Paleoanthropologist Investigates Our Evolving Species 
By Sang-Hee Lee, with Shin-Young Yoon  

2018 (February) 

W.W. Norton & Company, 304 pages 
 

 

In this captivating bestseller, Korea’s first paleoanthropologist offers fresh insights 

into humanity’s dawn and evolution. 
 

What can fossilized teeth tell us about the life expectancy of our ancient ancestors? How 

did farming play a problematic role in the history of human evolution? How can simple 

geometric comparisons of skull and pelvic fossils suggest a possible origin to our social 

nature? And what do we truly have in common with the Neanderthals? In this captivating 

international bestseller, Close Encounters with Humankind, Korea’s first paleoanthropolo-

gist, Sang-Hee Lee, explores some of our greatest evolutionary questions from new and 

unexpected angles. 
 

Through a series of entertaining, bite-sized chapters, we gain fresh perspectives into our 

first hominin ancestors and ways to challenge perceptions about the traditional progression 

of evolution. By combining anthropological insight with exciting, cutting-edge research, 

Lee’s surprising conclusions shed new light on our beginnings and connect us to a faraway 

past. For example, our big brains may have served to set our species apart and spur our so-

cietal development, but perhaps not in the ways we have often assumed. And it’s possible 

that the Neanderthals, our infamous ancestors, were not the primitive beings portrayed by twentieth-century science. With Lee as 

our guide, we discover that from our first steps on two feet to our first forays into toolmaking and early formations of community, 

we have always been a species of continuous change. 
 

Close Encounters with Humankind is the perfect read for anyone curious about where we came from and what it took to get us 

here. As we mine the evolutionary path to the present, Lee helps us to determine where we are heading and tackles one of our most 

pressing scientific questions―does humanity continue to evolve? 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Close-Encounters-Humankind-Paleoanthropologist-Investigates/  

 

When Science Sheds Light on History 
By Philippe Charlier with David Alliott  

2017 

University of Florida Press, 192 pages 
 

Did Richard the Lionheart really die from a simple crossbow wound, or was there foul play? 

Who are the two infants buried in Tutankhamun’s tomb? Could a skull found in a tax collec-

tor’s attic be the long-lost head of Henri IV? In When Science Sheds Light on History, 

Philippe Charlier, the “Indiana Jones of the graveyards,” travels the globe to unravel these and 

other unsolved mysteries of human history.    

 

To get answers, Charlier looks for clues in medical records, fingerprints, and bloodstains. He 

reconstructs the face of Robespierre from masks molded from his body after death and analyz-

es charred bones to see if they really are Joan of Arc’s. He discovers lethal levels of gold in 

the hair and bones of King Henry II’s mistress Diane de Poitiers, who used gold salts to 

“preserve her eternal youth.”    

  

Charlier also pieces together the stories of people whose names and lives have long been for-

gotten. He investigates Stone Age graves, medieval necropolises, and museum collections. 

Playing the role of both crime-scene investigator and forensic anthropologist, Charlier diagno-

ses a mummy with malaria, an ancient Greek child with Down syndrome, and a stately Ro-

man with encephalitis. He also delves into ancient miracles and anomalies: a mute boy able to 

speak after making sacrifices to the gods, a woman pregnant for five years, and a serpent that 

cured a broken toe with its tongue.   Exploring how our ancestors lived and how they died, the 

forty cases in this book seek to answer some of history’s most enduring questions and illus-

trate the power of science to reveal the secrets of the past.    

  

http://upf.com/book.asp?id=9780813056548 
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