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SWAA President’s Message – Summer 2017 
Henry D. (Hank) Delcore, Ph.D. 
 

Greetings! It is my honor to write to you for the first time as President of the Southwestern Anthropological 

Association for 2017-2018. In this message, I will share with you some recent and future developments that 

will positively affect your experience with SWAA. 

 

When I  describe  SWAA  to  new people, 

I reference our standing as the major re-

gional professional association for anthro-

pologists in the West and Southwest. I 

highlight our history and our present day 

service to the discipline, most importantly, 

the annual conference we host every 

spring.    I also emphasize that we are an 

organization that strives for a rigorous and 

welcoming approach to scholarly work. 

When the SWAA Board makes decisions, 

we make them with an eye to the interests 

of faculty, practicing, and student anthro-

pologists from a wide diversity of institu-

tions.  The  annual conference features out-

standing original research by professionals 

and advanced students alike, delivered in 

an academic but collegial environment. I feel privileged to lead an organization that is successfully fulfilling 

this need for an excellent regional outlet for scholarly work in anthropology. 

 

Submit an Abstract; Consider a Salon Session 

Many fine scholars presented their work at the 2017 conference in San Jose, but I will highlight a few ses-

sions that represent a significant shift in conference format. Two years ago, SWAA Past President and 

Chair, Dr. Erin Stiles (University of Nevada, Reno), and I piloted the “salon session.” In a salon session, 

presenters make short comments (~5 minutes) followed by discussion that is responsive to audience inter-

ests, and more thoughts from the presenters as needed. SWAA 2017 was the first conference in which we 

opened the salon format up to proposals from all SWAA participants. The result was overwhelmingly posi-

tive. Dr. Sarah Grant (CSU Fullerton), accompanied by several students from CSU Fullerton, led a very in-

sightful discussion about contemporary issues in visual anthropology (more on Dr. Grant below). SWAA 

President (now Past President) Dr. A.J. Faas (San Jose State University), with the 2017 distinguished speak-

er, Dr. Susanna Hoffman, and several colleagues, explored the parameters of the possible in disaster and 

environmental crisis research. I was personally able to attend two salon sessions featuring new research and 

praxis around design anthropology and gaming. Both sessions saw intensely interactive engagement among 

presenters and audience, with so many shared issues and interests on the table that they ran out of time and 

had to continue their discussions at the reception, banquet, and other social events of the conference. I am 

grateful to past leaders of SWAA who have made this non-traditional approach to conference presentation 

part of our conference tradition. When you consider submitting an abstract for SWAA 2018, please consider 

a salon format. 
 

 

Left to right: Dr. James Mullooly (Chair, Department of Anthropology, 

Fresno State); Fresno State anthropology alumni Marcus Moreno, Jackie 

Cortez, and Miranda Andrade Gonzalez; and Dr. Hank Delcore, at their 

end of semester celebration. 
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Get Involved! 

SWAA has enjoyed some excellent leadership over the years. For example, during his tenure as President in 

2016-17, current Past President, Dr. A.J. Faas, introduced a number of innovations to the organization and con-

ference that I intend to help institutionalize. Prof. Jonathan Karpf (San Jose State University) is currently our 

Board Chair and Local Arrangements Chair. Jonathan is also a Past President, and along with other long-

serving board members, he brings a wealth of SWAA and conference experience to our efforts. Though I am 

tempted to continue to call out the names of all the faculty and students who have made SWAA a success in 

recent years, I will say this instead: get involved with SWAA and see for yourself! Please feel free to contact 

me if you want to find out more about the role you might play in the organization or conference. 

 

SWAA 2018: A New Vice President and Big Plans for Fresno 

On to SWAA 2018! I served as Program Chair for the 2017 conference and in San Jose, a number of people 

thanked me for the program. But the truth is that the success of the program hinges on the submissions and 

presentations of scholars and students from around the Southwest and beyond. They (you!) are the ones who 

make SWAA a success. That said, the job of Program Chair does carry some important responsibilities and a 

large commitment of time and energy throughout the year. The Program Chair 

not only reviews all abstracts, but also arranges individual papers into panels, 

and constructs a program that makes both practical and scholarly sense. Given 

these important responsibilities, I am thrilled that Dr. Sarah Grant (CSU 

Fullerton) has taken up the role of SWAA Vice President and Program Chair 

for the 2018 conference. Dr. Grant does research on the economics and culture 

of commodities, especially focused on coffee in Vietnam. She joined the facul-

ty of CSU Fullerton in fall, 2015, and her colleagues there describe her as an 

invaluable addition to the campus. Judging from her salon session, her stu-

dents have certainly gained a valuable source of knowledge and support. Con-

gratulations, Sarah: I am excited to work with you this year! 

 

If you were at the SWAA banquet in San Jose, you will know that I am very 

excited to bring the conference to Fresno.  The  theme this year is, Humanity: 

The Mediated Species. I know that SWAA participants will respond to the 

forthcoming call for papers (fall, 2017) with the same high quality abstracts 

and ideas they have submitted in the past. In addition to the program, the con-

ference will include many opportunities to experience the political, cultural, 

natural, and gastronomic landscapes of Fresno and its surroundings. I write to 

you from the triple digit heat of Fresno, CA, in July. However, when the 

SWAA conference comes here in spring, 2018, the weather should be much 

milder: typically, 50s to 80s. That will make excellent weather for visiting the 

astounding natural sites of Yosemite, Kings Canyon, and Sequoia National 

Parks. Also, Fresno State anthropology faculty and students are preparing an 

ethnographic food map and mural tour of Fresno as part of the conference. We 

have several other emerging features in the works to make SWAA 2018 intellectually exciting and just plain 

fun. Enjoy the rest of the summer and watch for the SWAA 2018 CFP, coming this fall! 

 

Sincerely, 

Henry D. (Hank) Delcore, Ph.D. 

Professor of Anthropology 

California State University, Fresno 

hdelcore@csufresno.edu 

 

In anticipation of SWAA 2018, learn more about the controversial politics of public art in Fresno. Please check 

out this story of racism and erasure from May, 2017:    https://tinyurl.com/y8ad3duz 
 

 

Backpacking in Sequoia National 

Forest. When you come to Fres-

no, you'll be just a few hours from 

some of the most beautiful coun-

try on earth.  

mailto:hdelcore@csufresno.edu
https://tinyurl.com/y8ad3duz
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~At the Banquet~ 
 

Our Distinguished Speaker, Dr. Susanna Hoffman, 

top left, and with A.J. Faas at left.  Her presentation 

at the SWAA Banquet was entitled “An Anthropo-

logical Odyssey: From Calling to Calamity.” 
 

Bottom left: Settling in for the Banquet; below, 

President A.J. Faas and Executive Board Chair and 

Local Arrangements Chair Jonathan Karpf. 
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Traditional and “salon” sessions; 

Poster sessions; Crafts for sale,   

Silent auction, and Book Room. 
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  Winners of the 2017 Annual Student Paper Competition 
 

Each year students presenting papers at the annual conference are invited to submit written versions of their  

papers to the annual Student Paper Competition. In the tradition of SWAA, the first place paper is  

published in full in the Summer Newsletter. See pages 8 and 9 for the abstracts. 

 

First place winner:  
 

Laura Meek (University of California, Davis) 

“Curing Drugs: Pharmaceutical Capacities in the Context of  Radical Uncertainty in Tanzania” 

 
 

Second place winner:  
 

Justin Haruyama (University of California, Davis) 

“Possibilities in Postcolonial Encounters: The Importance of Linguistic and Symbolic Power  

at Chinese Mines in Zambia” 

  
 

Third place winner: 
 

Chi Chang (California State University, Fresno) 

“Social Factors Surrounding Sleep among Fresno State Students” 
    

 

Congratulations to these outstanding students! 
 

 

 

 

  Winners of the 2017 Annual Student Poster Competition 
 

2017 was SWAA’s second annual Student Poster Competition. See page 9 for the posters. 

 

 

First place winner:  
 

Erik Savage (San Jose State University) 

“Schrödinger’s Cleft: A Multidisciplinary Review of Facial Abnormalities in Burial 92” 

 
 

Second place winner:  
 

Denise Frazier (San Jose State University) 

“Burial 97: A Pain in the Neck, Head and Chest” 

 
 

Third place winner: 
 

Deborah Walde-Baughn (San Jose State University) 

“Moving Wellness Interventions into a Different Sphere” 

  
 

Congratulations to these outstanding students! 
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 Curing Drugs: Pharmaceutical Capacities in the Context of  

Radical Uncertainty in Tanzania 
 

By Laura Meek, University of California, Davis 

 

 

Abs t: Powerful antibiotics are readily available for purchase throughout Tanzania, and Western policy makers reg-

ularly decry this situation as dangerous and disordered, as if no rules govern the use of antibiotics in Africa. While 

Western biomedicine perceives pharmaceuticals as cures for disease, in Tanzania, the parameters of the possible are 

much more expansive: such medicines are understood to be volatile and potentially dangerous substances—one among 

many unpredictable, fluctuating, and highly contemporary forces from outside, whose potentials are at once positive 

and negative. In the prevailing Western understanding of antibiotic use in Africa, ‘truth’ lies in the science that goes into 

the making and proper prescription of drugs, and such deviations as ‘overuse’ result from the fact that locals misunder-

stand what these drugs are and how they should be used. In this paper, based on over two years of ethnographic field-

work, I argue that Tanzanian practices are aimed at determining the ‘true’ nature of these drugs, at differentiating types 

of drugs, and at establishing control over their variable capacities. I explore this process through two examples: (1) the 

widespread problem of fake, or chakachua drugs, and the use of embodied epistemologies for identifying such substanc-

es; and (2) a counter-discourse about the dangers of pharmaceuticals as one among many toxic imports from outside. I 

argue that these examples demonstrate: (1) how Tanzanians both resist and remake the capacities and potentialities of 

antibiotics; (2) the role that embodied epistemological practices play in the production of local knowledge; and (3) that 

efforts to know/control these medicines may be a response to globalizing forces more generally. 

2017 First Place Winner, Student Paper Competition  

Pharmacy shop in Iringa.  

(From Laura’s SWAA Conference presentation) 

Editor’s Note: In a break from tradition, we are unable to pub-

lish the winning paper in the Newsletter at this time; thus we are 

including only the abstract. Laura, who is currently in Tanzania 

working on her research, tells me that her paper is currently 

under review with a scholarly journal, and it cannot be pub-

lished elsewhere.  However, if in future we are able to obtain 

permission, we will then publish her paper.   
 

We also congratulate Laura on being awarded both a National 

Science Foundation grant and a Wenner Gren grant for her re-

search! 
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Possibilities in Postcolonial Encounters: The Importance of Linguistic and  

Symbolic Power at Chinese Mines in Zambia 
   By Justin Haruyama (University of California, Davis) 

      

Abstract: In the underground shafts of Chinese-operated mines in Zambia, violence and even murder between Zambian workers 

and their Chinese managers is far from uncommon—even though wages, safety conditions, and job security at these sites differ little 

from other mines in the country operated by Canadian, UK, or Australian firms. If the violence at Chinese-operated mines in Zam-

bia is not the result of poor wages, safety conditions, or job security, what ethnographic specificities engender this violence? I argue 

that the history of resource extraction and legacies of colonialism are central in shaping Zambian perceptions of the parameters of 

the possible regarding legitimate investment in their country. Because of the embodied cultural practices of Chinese owners and 

managers, these parameters are impossible for these Chinese actors to fulfill. In particular, in this context, the linguistic competen-

cies of Chinese and Zambians alike form central sites of symbolic evaluation, contestation, and (mis)recognition. Most Chinese 

owners and managers are limited to the use of the pidgin “Shortcut English” that is developing at the mines, sharply limiting their 

positioning for legitimacy within various Zambian symbolic and moral economies. Moreover, the lexical and structural features of 

the pidgin itself suggest the troubling effects (mis)rememberings of European colonialism still have on the consciousness of many at 

the mines, and reveals the complex power reversals at play in the mines that serve to subvert the authority of Chinese managers as 

often as they reinforce it. 

Second Place Paper 



 

   

Third Place Paper 

 

   Social Factors Surrounding Sleep Among Fresno State Students 
                                By Chi Chang (California State University, Fresno)   

   

Abstract: Between juggling school, work, and family, where does sleep fit in for college students? Research on sleep has shown 

that it affects students’ grades and is modified to fit modern world productivity. The aim of this research is to examine social factors 

surrounding sleep among college students at California State University, Fresno. This study will address the following questions: 

what are the social factors surrounding sleep among Fresno State students? How do students utilize spaces on campus to cope with 

sleep deprivation? How can the university better address and accommodate students’ sleep deprivation to improve student success? 

Methods used for gathering data included an online survey, participant observations such as time scans, and intercept interviews of 

students found sleeping on campus. Despite privacy and safety concerns, students’ use of certain areas on campus shows that there is 

a need for the university to address sleep deprivation and to consider alternatives such as sleep pods or designated areas to fit stu-

dents’ needs. 

 

Erik Savage, First Place Poster winner.  
Below: Erik is congratulated by President A.J. Faas 

Third Place Poster  

Second Place Poster  



 

   

 

Welcome to our newest 

SWAA Executive 

Board Members! 

Sarah G. Grant is an Assistant Professor of Cultural Anthropology at California 

State University, Fullerton (CSUF). Her ongoing multi-sited ethnographic research 

investigates the cultural and economic politics of Vietnam’s rapidly growing commod-

ity coffee industry. She is currently working on a book manuscript that explores this 

industry as a space for local Vietnamese farmers, traders, government officials, multi-

national corporations, and international organizations to navigate market-oriented so-

cialism and the complexities of contemporary Vietnam. She is also developing a paral-

lel project that explores the nascent specialty coffee scene in the context of “DIY” cafe 

culture, branding, and social media in south-central Vietnam and the Vietnamese-

American diaspora.  
 

Sarah received her B.A. in History and Political Sciences from the University of Pitts-

burgh, M.A. in Southeast Asian Studies from the University of Wisconsin, and a PhD 

in Anthropology from the University of California, Riverside. She comes to the Cali-

fornia State University system from her tenure as a LUCE-ASIANetwork Foundation 

Postdoctoral Fellow at Hendrix College. At CSUF she is deeply committed to incorpo-

rating social justice oriented materials in her courses and introducing all students to the 

possibilities Anthropology holds beyond the classroom. In addition to leading a forth-

coming study abroad program to Dalat, Vietnam she is active in organizing a speaker 

series on campus and diversity initiatives for students and faculty alike.  

Janet Page-Reeves 
 

I received my PhD in 1999 from CUNY with training in political economy and I have exper-

tise in gender theory. My research is infused with an appreciation for the salience of political 

and economic factors for understanding complex social issues, reflecting training I received 

from innovators in the field (June Nash, Eric Wolf, Lois Beck). I have a strong and unique 

experience using theoretically grounded research for community-engaged applied work, and 

a conviction that my  anthropological expertise translate into work with socially relevant  

impact. I conducted intensive fieldwork in Bolivia in the 1990s with support from Fulbright-

Hays, NSF, FLAS, and the Inter-American Foundation. Currently, I focus on social determi-

nants of health in New Mexico. I have established a robust record of grant support 

(including as PI of large awards from PCORI and NSF) and publications (including an edit-

ed collection book on women and food insecurity, and a forthcoming edited collection on 

culture, community and wellness), and I am an appointed member of the New Mexico Com-

mittee for the US Commission on Civil Rights. I became interested in participating in 

SWAA because I attended the SWAA conference in 2016 and 2017 and I felt the experience 

was extremely valuable—especially related to the size of the conference and way it lent it-

self to meeting people. Working in public health can be isolating for those of us in the social 

sciences, and I have loved the opportunity to expand my anthropological network through 

my SWAA experiences, and to stay "grounded" in anthropological ways of thinking. 

Eric Canin is a Lecturer at California State University, Fullerton. Dr. 

Canin holds a PhD from Columbia University, and has conducted field-

work in Nicaragua and Mexico. His areas of interest are anthropology of 

religion, globalization, and social movements.  

 

Eric served as the SWAA President for 2013-2014, during which time 

the 2014 Conference was held in Garden Grove, near Disneyland in 

Southern California. We welcome his return to the SWAA Board, where 

he will now serve as the Membership Chair.  
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Museums and Exhibits 
By Hilarie Kelly, University of La Verne 

Historical Site Preservation, Celebrations of Cultural Diversity, and  

Exhibitions of Identity Online and In Our Neighborhoods 

     Archaeologists and Cultural Resource Management specialists are often the ones involved in the preservation of his-

torical sites, but there is a place for cultural anthropological perspectives as well.  Historical sites are designated and 

managed as such (or, conversely, are neglected and destroyed) as a result of the intentions and actions of various stake-

holders in specific cultural contexts, from past to present.  Historical sites do not continue to exist or be appreciated by 

happenstance. Preservation often requires a lengthy and sometimes contentious process of negotiation between various 

stakeholders, not all of whom necessarily share the same values.  What follows is a brief introduction to a small and 

critically endangered historical site that may or may not receive the support it requires for preservation.   
 

     The four-and-a-half acre site of Historic Wintersburg is the last remnant of a once thriving farm community that was 

composed of pioneers of both 

Japanese and European heritage. 

What remains of it is now locat-

ed in Huntington Beach, Orange 

County, California.  It was 

founded in the late nineteenth 

century and is notable for being 

a site where at least some Japa-

nese immigrants were able to 

secure land titles before the Al-

ien Land Law of 1913 in Cali-

fornia prohibited the Issei (first 

generation Japanese immi-

grants) from owning property.  

It has been designated a Nation-

al Treasure by the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation, 

and in 2014 Historic Win-

tersburg was included on their 

annual list of America’s 11 

Most Endangered Historic Plac-

es.   
 

    On this site, there are six 

structures eligible for the Na-

tional Register of Historic Plac-

es: a Japanese Presbyterian Mis-

sion (built in  1910) and its as-

sociated parsonage, the “last 

remaining pioneer barn in Hun-

tington Beach” (built between 

1908-1912), the bungalow of 

the pioneering, Japanese-origin 

Furuta family (built 1912), the 

Japanese Presbyterian Church 

(built during the Depression in 

1934), and the Furuta ranch 

house, built in 1947 after the 

family’s return from World War 

II incarceration.   More than 

half of these structures are over 
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The Universe Effigy 

this year. (See: http:historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/).  
 

     The story of Historic Wintersburg reflects the larger 

story of immigration to the United States, and of the first 

people who resided there.  Skeletal remains and artifacts 

of Tongva Native California Indians, the first known 

inhabitants of the land, have been found throughout this 

area.  A critically important Tongva artifact, called a 

“Universe Effigy” was found there in the very early 

twentieth century, along with a number of other items 

that are now in the possession of the Bowers Museum in 

Orange County.  A grave mound found in the Win-

tersburg Village area in 1931, containing over 100 skele-

tons, was looted before becoming a suburban tract of 

homes.  California’s Native American Heritage Commis-

sion has identified the former Wintersburg Village  and 

Historic Wintersburg as “sensitive.”  
 

      Large numbers of Japanese immigrants came to Cali-

fornia—beginning in the 1860s—prompted by the post 

Meiji restoration period, which changed the societal role 

of the samurai in Japan.  Many were from rural back-

grounds, and they quickly found employment in the rap-

idly-expanding agricultural economy of California.  The 

area around Wintersburg Village and Smeltzer (now part 

of Huntington Beach) was famous for celery production, 

and the crop was being successfully touted all over the 

country as a near-miraculous health-promoting food. The 

Furuta family, originally from Hiroshima-ken, were es-

pecially influential and successful in Wintersburg Vil-

lage, and they were historically key to the continued ex-

istence of this site.   This family successfully diversified 

into goldfish farming and, after their return from WWII 

incarceration, lotus and sweet pea flower farming. They 

became the largest wholesale providers of cut water lil-

ies in the West through the 1980s. 
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     Many Japanese immigrants embraced Christianity, attending seminary in both Japan and in California.  The early 

Japanese missions were important focal points for community gatherings, provided financial support and teachers for the 

first Japanese Language Schools, and helped with a variety of issues for Issei farmers and merchants. The Wintersburg 

Japanese Mission supported the four Japanese Language Schools in Orange County, at Garden Grove, Talbert (Fountain 

Valley), Costa Mesa and Laguna Beach. 
 

     To this day, there is an Orange County Buddhist Church in Anaheim that has roots in Wintersburg Village and re-

mains supportive of preserving this site.  The Orange County Buddhist Church will be the location of one of the coun-

ty’s major Obon Festivals in late July, this summer.  This event is a great opportunity to witness and even participate in 

this emblematic form of Japanese seasonal folk dance, as well as partake in favored food items favored by the communi-

ty, tour the grounds of the church, and watch some martial arts displays.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Although Japanese immigrants faced some enmity, Wintersburg Village and the surrounding area was also character-

ized by a notable degree of “inter-racial” amicability. In fact, there was a famous marriage between the first minister of 

the Wintersburg Japanese Mission, Reverend Joseph Kenichi Inazawa, and the “Caucasian” Miss Kate Alice Goodman, 

in 1910, a time in which an 1850 California law still prohibited such marriages.  (They eloped to New Mexico, which 

legally allowed such unions.  This could be a good topic for discussion in class lectures on kinship and marriage.)  The 

Reverend was considered an “alien ineligible for citizenship,” and a 1922 United States law ostensibly stripped his wife 

of her citizenship because of their marriage.  The couple enjoyed acceptance in the local community, members of which 

– Japanese and European-descended alike – celebrated both the birthday of Japan’s Emperor and American Independ-

ence Day together.  The Japanese farming community thrived, especially because large portions of this part of Southern 

California remained rural and were relatively slow to develop.  That changed with World War II. 
 

 

Obon  Festival. Photos are courtesy of Eileen  

Kealakakua-Roy (front row, left). Hilarie Kelly,  

back row, second from right. 
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     Wintersburg Village lost a large part of its population during the Japanese American incarceration during World War 

II.  Approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans were incarcerated, of which the majority were U.S.-born citizens.  

There is, of course, no way to overstate the traumatic impact of this experience on the community as a whole as well as 

on individuals and families.  The Furuta family eventually returned, but many did not.  After World War II, rapid subur-

banization began, and much of the former farmland was rezoned for residential, commercial, and industrial uses.  The 

Wintersburg Japanese Church congregation moved to a new location in Santa Ana in 1965.  In 1973 the City of Hun-

tington Beach included in their General Plan a cultural resources report noting the “old Japanese church” as a historical 

landmark, but other remaining parts of Historic Wintersburg were largely ignored until a 1983 survey said the Furuta 

farm structures and the old church were “potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places” (established in 

1966) and further noted that, “Without question, all of these structures need to have their integrity safeguarded. There 

are very few remaining community structures of comparable importance still standing. Orange County, since 1950, has 

undergone such transmogrification, as to virtually wipe out all vestiges of what was a vital prewar Japanese community 

in Wintersburg and elsewhere throughout the County” (Historic Wintersberg Blogspot, Chronology). 
 

     In 1986, a survey by the Bowers Museum Japanese American Council also noted the historical importance of Win-

tersburg.  Unfortunately, out of the thirty-three surviving buildings documented then, most have vanished as of 2013.  In 

1992, Huntington Beach and Anjo, Japan became Sister Cities, reflecting the increased importance of global trade along 

the Pacific Rim.  By 1996, the city listed the “Furuta House” and “Japanese Church” as historic landmarks in the Gen-

eral Plan.  In 2013, representatives from the National Park Service inspected Historic Wintersburg and noted it was po-

tentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A, Japanese American Settlement of the 

American West, for which the National Trust for Historic Preservation is in agreement.  Also in 2013, the City of Hun-

tington Beach’s update to the Historic Resources Element of the General Plan noted the Historic Wintersburg property 

was eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

     Historic Wintersburg was sold to trash disposal company, Rainbow Environmental Services, contracted with the city 

as the sole trash hauler, in 2004, possibly as a way to forestall a major residential development on the site.  Since then, 

the Historic Wintersburg Preservation Task Force, Rainbow Environmental (now owned by Republic Services), City of 

Huntington Beach, surrounding neighborhoods, and even local school districts, have been involved in a delicate set of 

negotiations to determine the fate of Historic Wintersburg. 
 

     The above is only a summary of the history and importance of Historic Wintersbug.  Much more information can be 

found in the book Historic Wintersburg in Huntington Beach by Mary F. Adams Urashima (2014) and on the associated 

blog site, www.HistoricWintersburg.blogspot.com, as well as updated news on the Historic Wintersburg Preservation 

Task Force Facebook page.  What follows is a brief description of how I, as a cultural anthropologist, have become en-

gaged in discussions about this historical site and its future. 
 

     Although I have lived in Huntington Beach for nearly thirty years, I was not aware of the Wintersburg site until re-

cently, even though I have lived only a mile away from it for half those years and drive past there several times a week.  

All I had noticed was the obviously abandoned church on the corner, and the tarpaulin-enshrouded chain-link fencing 

along its northern boundary as it faces one of the most important east-west thoroughfares in the county.  When I first 

moved to this city, undeveloped spaces and even old farm buildings were not so uncommon.  In the past two decades, 

however, this city has undergone some intensive development of its real estate, whether residential, commercial, or in-

dustrial.  Open space is disappearing, and development projects are becoming more controversial.  The beach-side, tour-

ist resort status of the city accentuates pressures to “develop,” with sometimes heated debates taking place among resi-

dents about the costs and benefits.  This is a phenomenon which I and other anthropologists have certainly witnessed in 

other parts of the country and around the world.   How this has played out in relation to Wintersburg is a complex story 

that I am still deciphering because it is still unfolding. 
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     I first heard of Wintersburg a few years ago 

from a Japanese-Hawaiian friend whose mainland-

born, adult daughter is a supporter of the preserva-

tion-oriented task force.  (This is one small indica-

tion of how the site has meaning to the larger Japa-

nese-American community, including those who 

have no personal roots there.) She described a site 

clean-up, which has become more urgent as the 

buildings slowly deteriorate and vegetation prolif-

erates unchecked.  She was promoting a modest 

fund-raiser, which I gladly supported.  My curiosity 

piqued, I purchased the book on the topic, Historic 

Wintersburg in Huntington Beach (2014) written by 

Mary Adams Urashima, the founder of the Historic 

Wintersburg Preservation Task Force.  This being 

an era of social media popularity, I also found the associated Facebook page and blog site, each rich troves of infor-

mation.   I learned that the Bowers Museum, Japanese American National Museum, and California State University, 

Fullerton Center for Oral and Public History had all been resources for the documentation of Historic Wintersburg, 

curating some of its material culture, and advocating for preservation of the site.  This was a reminder that even institu-

tions of which I myself have been a member have histories and cultural connections of which I may yet be unaware. 
 

     Last year I felt motivated to engage more with my fellow community members in Huntington Beach, motivated part-

ly by my grandchildren now growing up here.  Social media was one obvious avenue, and I learned that the city has not 

just one, but several Facebook pages.  I joined several.  The largest now has 20,000 members (one must be a member to 

post or comment, but not to view it), for a city of over 200,000 people.  Those engaged with social media learn that dis-

course on some of these venues can be contentious, maybe uncivil, and sometimes even hateful.   I quickly learned that 

posting or commenting on the largest  Huntington  Beach-based Facebook page (non-official and privately adminis-

tered) sometimes resulted in angry and disparaging responses from a small core of (self-described) closely-knit, highly 

conservative partisans.   A year ago, for example, an intense debate erupted on that page regarding the planned participa-

tion of a “Chinelos” Mexican folkloric dance group in the annual July 4th Parade, billed as “the largest July 4th Parade 

west of the Mississippi.”  The Chinelo dance is related to the tradition of Mardi Gras and Carnival that extends from 

predominantly Catholic Europe through the Catholic parts of the New World, especially the Caribbean, Latin America, 

and New Orleans.  Also related are the masked dance traditions of West Africa.  The common theme is taking the two to 

three days preceding Lent as license to “let off steam” and poke fun at the pretensions of the powerful in society, wheth-

er those are the Church hierarchy, the aristocracy, slave owners, or conquistadors.  Satirical, caricature-ish costuming is 

a key feature.  Remember, after “Fat Tuesday” (the literal meaning of the French phrase “Mardi Gras”) comes Ash 

Wednesday and the beginning of Lent, when obedience and self-restraint are reinforced.  The Chinelos manifestation of 

this tradition is found in the Mexican state of Morelos.  
 

 

 

 

Chinelos De Morelos in the 4th of July Parade, Huntington Beach, California, 2016. 

http://beach.vvhatever.com/huntington-beach-4th-of-july-parade/ 
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     As many anthropologists (and Carnival enthusiasts) 

know, this is a ritual of rebellion (using Max Gluckman’s 

phrase) that does not substantially challenge the usual, 

hierarchical social order.  However, a handful of the 

more right-leaning members of the largest local Face-

book page chose to complain about Chinelos as exem-

plars of “reverse racism,” and they equated the starkly 

white-faced Chinelos masks with maligned instances of 

Whites in blackface. Accusations were made that the 

problem originated with a “radical” group of “self-

appointed community organizers” who favored “illegal 

immigrants.”  (These phrases are taken directly from rel-

evant posts on a Huntington Beach Facebook page.) De-

mands were made that the Chinelos performance be 

banned. Online, I assumed the role of an engaged anthro-

pologist and offered an empirically-based explanation of 

Chinelos costuming and meaning to counter the maxi-

mally inflammatory interpretation.  Yes, I knew I would 

probably not change the minds or rhetoric of those ob-

jecting angrily to the Chinelos.  I was addressing the rest 

of the 20,000 members of that page, and the many non-

members who could read what was written there.  That year, the Chinelos were in the parade and were quite popular 

with the crowd, according to a prominent member of the parade organizing board. (You can watch a Youtube video of 

this part of the parade, about 2:36 minutes long, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8kIF_1Hrts). 

 

     If you are wondering what this has to do with Historic Wintersburg and its preservation, the answer demonstrates 

how complex is the intersection of race, class, gender, nationality, etc., and why the contextualized holism of cultural 

anthropology can be helpful in making sense of seemingly disparate performances of cultural affiliation and identity.  

The Chinelos dancers were part of a predominantly Hispanic (mostly Mexican heritage) neighborhood soccer club, lo-

cated in that same part of the city in which the fenced-off Historic Wintersburg site is located.  (There is no longer a 

concentration of Japanese-Americans in that specific area.)  That neighborhood includes many who are in lower income 

brackets and of recent immigrant background.  Some, indeed, are from Morelos.  When Historic Wintersburg support-

ers spoke up in support of the Chinelos (their neighbors and sometimes allies), vocal critics of the Chinelos turned their 

critique on the Historic Wintersburg Preservation Task Force, building upon tensions that had erupted previously over 

other issues, but now articulated in terms of whether the site is truly “worth” any politically negotiated or mandated in-

vestment of public or private funds, either to transfer ownership from the trash company or to preserve and manage this 

property as an historical site.   A former supporter of the Historic Wintersburg Preservation Task Force changed sides 

and has posted online some of the more common arguments against historical preservation, i.e., that this goes against 

both free market forces and the budgetary constraints of most public agencies, because site preservation is often ex-

traordinarily costly, especially where real estate values are high; that the site has not been accessible to the public for a 

very long time, has already deteriorated significantly and probably will not realistically be accessible to the public for 

some time to come and therefore cannot be shown to have certain value as a public good; and that those seeking to pre-

serve the site are mostly self-appointed, not actual descendants, and have (in the critics’ view) too liberal a notion of the 

public good. In reality, there are members and supporters of the Historic Wintersburg Preservation Task Force who are 

descendants of the Japanese pioneers associated with the historic site, and the Task Force was created by the Hunting-

ton Beach City Council in 2012, at which time they appointed historian and author Mary Adams Urashima as its chair-

person.   Other anti-preservationists have claimed “patriotism” as their rationale, questioned without reference to the 

considerable evidence whether the site really has historical value at all, and even questioned the character and intentions 

of the task force chairperson, citing her “Caucasian” ethnicity.  The online rhetoric has at times been cruel and inferred 

Japanese American history is not “American” history. 
 

     In response to this vigorous online critique of Historic Wintersburg preservation, I have done little more than post 

factual information about the historical and cultural value of the site, while in consultation with the chairperson of the 

Task Force and various Japanese-American members of the community.   
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     What are the possible roles for anthropologists in this situation, which clearly represents a “clash of cultures,” politi-

cal and class partisanship, and concepts about the relationship between cultural identity and civic priorities?  My prelimi-

nary attempt to be supportive of local cultural diversity is appreciated by some, but not others.  Should the anthropologi-

cal role here be one of broker or advocate?  At the moment and in this column, my inclination is to ask my fellow an-

thropologists to consider what can be done to preserve Historic Wintersburg, which is clearly a site of some historical 

and cultural significance.  It is my hope that some SWAA members from the different fields and subfields of anthropolo-

gy might have some insights on what can be done to support preservation of this site, or may even have an interest in 

becoming involved.  Or, perhaps some members have experience or an interest in preserving other sites in their local 

areas.  This would be an excellent topic for a session in the 2018 SWAA Annual Conference, to be held in Fresno.  If 

you are interested, please join me in organizing at least one session on this topic of how to “sell” the idea of preservation 

and display of diverse cultural traditions to local communities. 
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   Book Corner 

Public Anthropology in a Borderless World 
Edited by Sam Beck and Carl A. Maida (2017) 

Berghahn Books, 412 pages 

 

Anthropologists have acted as experts and educators on the nature and ways of life of peo-

ple worldwide, working to understand the human condition in broad comparative perspec-

tive. As a discipline, anthropology has often advocated — and even defended — the cultur-

al integrity, authenticity, and autonomy of societies across the globe. Public anthropology 

today carries out the discipline’s original purpose, grounding theories in lived experience 

and placing empirical knowledge in deeper historical and comparative frameworks. This is 

a vitally important kind of anthropology that has the goal of improving the modern human 

condition by actively engaging with people to make changes through research, education, 

and political action. 
 

http://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/BeckPublic 

The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu  
By Dan Jurasky (2015) 

W. W. Norton,  256 pages 

 

Why do we eat toast for breakfast, and then toast to good health at dinner? What does the turkey 

we eat on Thanksgiving have to do with the country on the eastern Mediterranean? Can you figure 

out how much your dinner will cost by counting the words on the menu? In The Language of 

Food, Stanford University professor and MacArthur Fellow Dan Jurafsky peels away the myster-

ies from the foods we think we know. Thirteen chapters evoke the joy and discovery of reading a 

menu dotted with the sharp-eyed annotations of a linguist. Jurafsky points out the subtle meanings 

hidden in filler words like "rich" and "crispy," zeroes in on the metaphors and storytelling tropes 

we rely on in restaurant reviews, and charts a microuniverse of marketing language on the back of 

a bag of potato chips. 
 

The fascinating journey through The Language of Food uncovers a global atlas of culinary influ-

ences. With Jurafsky's insight, words like ketchup, macaron, and even salad become living fossils 

that contain the patterns of early global exploration that predate our modern fusion-filled world. 

From ancient recipes preserved in Sumerian song lyrics to colonial shipping routes that first con-

nected East and West, Jurafsky paints a vibrant portrait of how our foods developed. A surprising 

history of culinary exchange―a sharing of ideas and culture as much as ingredients and fla-

vors―lies just beneath the surface of our daily snacks, soups, and suppers. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Language-Food-Linguist-Reads-Menu/dp/0393351629  

A History of Drinking: The Scottish Pub since 1799 
By Anthony Cooke (2015) 

Edinburgh University Press, 228 pages 

 

 Considers pubs as public spaces and casts light on issues such as the rise of voluntary asso-

ciations, clubs and societies and the economic functions of pubs. 

 Places Scottish drinking places in an anthropological context to examine their role in every-

day life, community and work rituals. 

 Discusses the temperance movement and responses to it. 

 Interviews with present day licensees across Scotland bring the book down to the present 

       and  considers the future of the Scottish pub. 

 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-history-of-drinking-9781474407625?lang=en&cc=us 

http://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/BeckPublic
https://www.amazon.com/Language-Food-Linguist-Reads-Menu/dp/0393351629
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-history-of-drinking-9781474407625?lang=en&cc=us
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/a-history-of-drinking-9781474407625?lang=en&cc=us
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