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“Humans: The Mediated Species” 
 

 

SWAA President’s Message – Fall 2017 
Henry D. (Hank) Delcore, Ph.D. 

 

We assume these developments carry wide and deep implications for youth, for the rest of us, and for society 

as whole. We also increasingly recognize that anthropologists rightfully turn their attention to the practices 

and meanings associated with these technologies. Indeed, in recent years, the Southwestern Anthropological 

Association conference has been a rich forum for scholars sharing emerging work on the mediation of human 

sociality through digital means, from online gaming to trolls and virtual technologies. 
 

Contemporary humans certainly are a highly mediated species, but the fact is: we always have been. 
 

Here is where our anthropological heritage demands more. As a discipline, we have the conceptual and 

methodological tools that should help us remain critical, even when everyone else seems to think they have 

found the “right” answers. Hence, when it comes to mediation, we are called to navigate between the poles 

of technological determinism (“the Internet will change everything!”) and bland statements about plus ça 

change (the more things change, the more they stay the same).  
 

On one hand, long before virtual worlds, digital communication, and social media, we were mediated by our 

complex brains, by our upright gait, by language, by fire and stone tools. In other words, our abilities to in-

teract, communicate, pass on complex learned behaviors, and much more, depend on the mediating forces of 

our evolutionary history and its present-day legacy, the human genome. Further, the expression of every hu-

man capability and drive is mediated by the shared, contested, power-ridden thing we call culture, under-

stood as a historical product of human agency in tension with political economy. 
 

On the other hand, we do live in an age when virtual communication is everyday lived social experience. We 

live in a world where fake news can spread contagiously, channeling  social  anxieties  and even swinging an  

an election, and where doxing and trolls can combine to make life, both virtual and actual, unbearable or 

even deadly. Anthropologists are exploring the reality of the digital with increasing vigor.   

Save the Dates! 
May 4-5, 2018 

Double Tree by Hilton, Fresno, California 

It is my honor to invite scholars, practitioners, and students to the 89th Annual Conference 

of the Southwestern Anthropological Association at the DoubleTree by Hilton in downtown 

Fresno on May 4 and 5, 2018. 
 

We have grown accustomed to thinking that there is something momentous about the way 

our lives are mediated by information and communication technology. The running joke, 

”Oh is that what the kids are calling it?”, has become, “Oh is that what the kids are us-

ing” (text, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat...).  
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Since our current situation is neither unique nor (by any stretch) uninteresting, it is my pleasure to invite your 

submissions to SWAA’s 2018 Annual Conference, Humans: The Mediated Species. Join us to explore how 

we are mediated by our evolutionary history, our genes, our diseases. Explore with us the mediations of the 

past – and the meaning of that past, either seen through the lens of archaeological discourse or indigenous cos-

mology. Join us to explore the many mediations of meaning, symbol, language, discourse, and yes, infor-

mation and communication technology. 

 

We welcome students, scholars, and practitioners from all anthropological subfields and allied disciplines to 

contribute papers, posters, and films that explore the many mediations of human life. Abstracts for papers, 

films, and posters will be accepted via submission on our website (https://swaa-anthro.org/) beginning 

November 1, 2017, until February 1, 2018. Stay tuned for  more information and I look forward to see-

ing you all in Fresno! 
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SWAA 2018 

HUMANS: THE MEDIATED SPECIES 
 

The 2018 SWAA Conference will be held at the Dou-

bletree Hilton Hotel Fresno Convention Center on 

Friday and Saturday May 4-5, 2018. See the Call for 

Papers on page 1 of this newsletter. 

 

Check out the links below for information about ab-

stract submissions, conference registration, and hotel 

reservations. 

 

 Information about abstract submissions is availa-

ble at the SWAA website  

 

 Registration for the conference will open on No-

vember 1, 2017  

 

 Information for making hotel reservations at the 

SWAA rate will be available on November 1 

Our Distinguished Speaker Banquet will be on 

Saturday, May 5, 2018, starting at 6:30 pm.  

 

There will be a choice of three entrees for the ban-

quet: 

 Roasted Portabella Mushroom Ravioli  

 Stuffed Chicken Florentine 

 Cedar Plank Salmon 

 

All entrees will come with salad, bread and butter, 

side vegetables, rice or potatoes, dessert, coffee and 

tea, and red and white wine.  More details will be in 

the Winter Newsletter. 
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 Distinguished Speaker: Dr. Yolanda T. Moses 

SWAA Banquet,  

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
 

We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Yolanda Moses as our distinguished banquet 

speaker for the SWAA 2018 conference. 

 

From her faculty web page: 

Dr. Moses served as President of the American Anthropological Association, 

Chair of the Board of the American Association of Colleges and Universities, 

Past President of City University of New York/ The City College (1993-

1999), and President of the American Association for Higher Education 

(2000-2003). She currently serves as Professor of Anthropology and the As-

sociate Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity and Excellence at the Universi-

ty of California, Riverside. Dr. Moses’ research focuses on the broad ques-

tion of the origins of social inequality in complex societies through the use of 

comparative ethnographic and survey methods.  She has explored gender and class disparities in the Caribbe-

an, East Africa and in the United States. More recently, her research has focused on issues of diversity and 

change in universities and colleges in the United States, India, Europe and South Africa. 
 

She is currently involved with several national higher education projects with the National Council for Re-

search on Women, Campus Women Lead and The Women of Color Research Collective. In addition, she is 

Chair of the National Advisory Board of a multi-year national public education project sponsored by the 

American Anthropological Association and funded by NSF and the Ford Foundation on Race and Human 

Variation. See: www.understandingrace.org. 
 

She is the co-author also with Carol Mukhopadhyay and Rosemary Henze, Professors at CSU San Jose of the 

book: How Real is Race: A Sourcebook on Race, Culture and Biology. (2007) Rowman and Littlefield. 

Dr. Moses is currently a consultant to the American Council on Education’s Project, on linking International 

and Diversity Issues, and to the recent publication, At Home in the World: Bridging the Gap between Interna-

tionalization and Multicultural Education (2007). She is currently a faculty member in the Salzburg Seminar‘s 

ISP Program in Salzburg, Austria. 
 

Dr. Moses has also held a senior visiting Research appointment at George Washington University in Wash-

ington D.C. (2000 to 2004), and as Professor of Anthropology at the City University of New York Graduate 

University (1993-2000). 
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Prehistoric Siberian Wooly Mammoth Has Moved in at Cal State Fullerton 
 

The following information comes from an article by Wendy Fathrop, Orange County Register (see the full article at 

http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/21/giant-woolly-mammoth-skeleton-finds-a-home-at-cal-state-fullerton/),  

and from the CSUF News Service (see http://news.fullerton.edu/2017su/woolly-mammoth-donation.aspx).  

Although Orange County, California, was never a 

home for wooly mammoths, California State Univer-

sity has recently become the proud and excited recip-

ient of one. The new arrival is an approximately 

20,000 year old Siberian wooly mammoth, found 

near the Ob River. It’s 11 feet tall at the shoulders, 

and 24 feet long from tusks to tail, according to 

CSUF News Service. 

 

This new addition is especially appropriate because 

the mascot of CSU Fullerton is, in fact, an elephant 

[Tuffy Titan] and therefore a relative of sorts, if only 

a very distant one.  Further, other ancient titan—

Columbian mammoths and mastodons—did live in 

this region at one time, even near what is now 

Fullerton, according to Dr. James Parham, a geology 

professor at CSUF. Dr. Parham is a curator of pale-

ontology at the Cooper Center, a collaborative part-

nership between Orange County and Cal State 

Fullerton of regional archaeology and paleontology.   

 

The wooly mammoth skeleton was donated by John 

Gregg, a geotechnical engineer and president of 

Gregg Drilling & Testing Inc. based in Signal Hill 

(near Long Beach, California), and his Gregg Family 

Foundation. Mr. Gregg originally acquired the mam-

moth from a friend and fossil collector, and he says 

he is glad the skeleton now will be out of the crates 

and on display.  

John Gregg 
Dr. James Parham 

Photos above and at right show the 

wooly mammoth in various stages of 

articulation as the display is set up. 
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Museums and Exhibits 
By Hilarie Kelly, University of La Verne 

War Memorialization as Cultural Exhibition: Remembering Viet Cong         

Experience During the American War in Southeast Asia 

     Dr. Christine Ho, plenary speaker at our annual SWAA Conference in 2014, has just returned from a tour 

of Southeast Asia.  Among the many sites she visited was an outdoor museum north of Ho Chi Minh City 

(formerly Saigon) that displays conditions experienced by the Viet Cong guerilla army during the First Indo-

china War with the French and the subsequent American War in Southeast Asia.  She is graciously sharing 

some of her photographs of this site, now a major tourist destination.  There are many examples around the 

world of battle sites becoming museums and exhibition sites for the purposes of memorialization and tourism.  

Dr. Ho also visited and photographed the Choeung Ek Genocidal Center museum outside of Phnom Penh; it 

is one of the almost four hundred “Killing Fields” sites in Cambodia.  Former SWAA Board member Eric 

Paison wrote his master’s thesis on war tourism in Vietnam.  (Information on how to see a copy is available 

through SWAA Newsletter Editor Barbra Erickson, beerickson@fullerton.edu.)1  A useful scholarly anthropo-

logical resource on war memorialization is the 2009 book The American War in Contemporary Vietnam: 

Transnational Remembrance and Representation by Christina Schwenkel of University of California, River-

side.  http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=89006 

 

     The Cu Chi Tunnels are “a 125-mile-long underground maze where thousands of fighters and villagers hid 

and fought during the Vietnam War, referred to by locals as the “American War.”  The South Vietnamese 

Communists, or Viet Cong, built this vast network of tunnels in and around the district of Cu Chi and worked 

continually over 25 years to expand the multi-level network.  The tunnels – which include mess halls, meeting 

rooms, an operating theater, a tiny cinema, small factories, and vast ammunition stores – allowed the Viet 

Cong to control large areas near Saigon.  Today, the Cu Chi Tunnels provide invaluable insight into the war 

era.”  [From the travel itinerary provided by Overseas Adventure Travel.]  You can see the entire tour, titled 

Ancient Kingdoms: Thailand. Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, outlined in their online catalog, pages 40-46: http://

gccazurecdn.azureedge.net/137969/tpg/oat/2018/oat2018_bb/oat2018_bb.html#p=40 

 

 
 

 

 

Docent showing the entrance to a bunker that contained 

communication equipment. 
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1.  Eric Paison’s thesis is housed in the Division of Anthropology 

at CSU Fullerton. Paison, Eric (2007). Vietnamese Identity Seen 

through Transnational Enactments of Cultural Authenticity. Thesis 

chair: Hilarie Kelly; Members Jacob Pandian, Barbra Erickson. 

mailto:beerickson@fullerton.edu
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=89006
http://gccazurecdn.azureedge.net/137969/tpg/oat/2018/oat2018_bb/oat2018_bb.html#p=40
http://gccazurecdn.azureedge.net/137969/tpg/oat/2018/oat2018_bb/oat2018_bb.html#p=40
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Left: Tiny entrance to underground tunnel. Many U S soldiers would not fit (too big). 

Right: Vietnamese man demonstrating how to get into tunnel and crawl along tunnel 4 feet high. 

Left: Emerging at end of 200 yard tunnel. Right: Now a national hero for his role in destroying a U.S. tank, a project 

in which he lost his right arm. Agent Orange caused one of his sons to die at birth, and another when 1 year old. 
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Clockwise, from top left: 
 

Mannequins of Viet Cong soldiers carrying 

wounded; 
 

Entrance to Viet Cong underground health 

facilities; 
 

Entrance to Viet Cong surgical bunker;  

 

Female mannequins wearing standard uni-

forms including scarves that can be wetted 

to protect from poisonous gas thrown into 

tunnel by U S soldiers;  
 

Viet Cong Underground operating theatre 
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All photos and captions in this article are 

courtesy of Dr. Christine Ho, a founder and 

managing director of Friends of Broward 

Detainees, a non-profit organization dedi-

cated to humanitarian support of immi-

grants and refugees in a US immigration 

detention center in South Florida. 
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Dr. Christine Ho, riding in a water buffalo cart in Cambodia. 

 
Demonstration of how VC made sandals from re-

cycled tires. 

This U.S. helicopter in Vietnam is part 

of a memorial exhibit commemorating 

victory at the end of the war. 

 

Please remember to look at our Southwestern 

Anthropological Association Facebook page 

for periodic posts on many other museum and 

exhibition links and comments.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Southwestern-Anthropological-Association-102183271453/
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   Book Corner 

The Land of Open Graves: Living and Dying on the Migrant Trail 
By Jason De Leon (author) and Michael Wells (photographer) (2015) 

University of California Press, 384 pages 
 

In his gripping and provocative debut, anthropologist Jason De León sheds light on one of the 

most pressing political issues of our time—the human consequences of US immigration poli-

cy.  The Land of Open Graves reveals the suffering and deaths that occur daily in the Sonoran 

Desert of Arizona as thousands of undocumented migrants attempt to cross the border from 

Mexico into the United States. 
 

Drawing on the four major fields of anthropology, De León uses an innovative combination of 

ethnography, archaeology, linguistics, and forensic science to produce a scathing critique of 

“Prevention through Deterrence,” the federal border enforcement policy that encourages mi-

grants to cross in areas characterized by extreme environmental conditions and high risk of 

death. For two decades, this policy has failed to deter border crossers while successfully turn-

ing the rugged terrain of southern Arizona into a killing field.  In harrowing detail, De León 

chronicles the journeys of people who have made dozens of attempts to cross the border and 

uncovers the stories of the objects and bodies left behind in the desert.  The Land of Open 

Graves will spark debate and controversy. 
 

https://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520282759  

                 The Anthropology of Intentions: Language in a World of Others  
                     By Alessandro Duranti (2015) 

                   Cambridge University Press, 237 pages 
 

 

Alessandro Duranti explores the relevance of intentions in making sense of what others say reflect-

ing the range of his intellectual curiosity: from analytic and continental philosophical foundations of 

the concept of intentionality to political discourse in Samoa and the U.S., anthropologists’ accounts 

of the opacity of other minds in Pacific societies, and the embodiment of intentions in jazz improvi-

sation . . . For Duranti, intentionality is an irreducibly intersubjective phenomenon: an individual’s 

ostensible, performed, and uniquely conceived meaning is always in tension with the meaning inter-

preted and evaluated by a community, whether present or not. We are not just beings in the world: 

we always exist in a world of others. This intersubjective tension undergirds the social construction 

of, for example, authenticity and responsibility in politics, the ability to be an active listener in mu-

sic, and the translation of a concept from one social world to another.   
 

http://newbooksnetwork.com/alessandro-duranti-the-anthropology-of-intentions-language-in-a-

world-of-others-cambridge-up-2015/ 

 

 

Working the Phones: Control and Resistance in Call Centers 
By Jamie Woodcock (2016) 

Pluto Press, 272 pages 

 

What are the working conditions and what are the possibilities for change in the contemporary 

economy? [This book] analyses perhaps the most important form of contemporary working insti-

tution, the call centre. Based on a detailed ethnography, the book describes the working condi-

tions, labour processes, and affective effects of call centre work. The book offers theoretical re-

flections embedded in the empirical material, easily fusing key contemporary thinkers on work 

and labour with the lived reality of working the phones. It shows the practices of management, 

control, and crucially, resistance in the call centre. Moreover, by adopting the approach of a 

workers’ inquiry and reflecting on the limits of this mode of academic research, the book offers 

reflections on the need and the prospect for change. The book will be essential reading for man-

agement, sociology and cultural studies, as well as for anyone interested in current practices of 

working life. 
 

http://newbooksnetwork.com/jamie-woodcock-working-the-phones-control-and-resistance-in-call

-centers-pluto-press-2017/ 
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https://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520282759
http://newbooksnetwork.com/alessandro-duranti-the-anthropology-of-intentions-language-in-a-world-of-others-cambridge-up-2015/
http://newbooksnetwork.com/alessandro-duranti-the-anthropology-of-intentions-language-in-a-world-of-others-cambridge-up-2015/
http://newbooksnetwork.com/jamie-woodcock-working-the-phones-control-and-resistance-in-call-centers-pluto-press-2017/
http://newbooksnetwork.com/jamie-woodcock-working-the-phones-control-and-resistance-in-call-centers-pluto-press-2017/
http://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QpGEdYcM1Mw_K5BLIlz621cAAAFfMVUnnwEAAAFKAXRnV6U/http:/www.amazon.com/dp/0745399061/ref=as_at?creativeASIN=0745399061&linkCode=w61&imprToken=iKCFjp1ABVTi0xC1.lVASA&slotNum=0&tag=newbooinhis-20
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Marked in Your Flesh: Circumcision from Ancient Judea to Modern America 
By Leonard B. Glick (2006) 

Oxford University Press, 384 pages 
 
 

Glick offers a history of Jewish and Christian beliefs about circumcision from 

its ancient origins to the current controversy. He shows that Jewish American 

physicians are especially vocal and influential champions of the practice which, 

he notes, serves to erase the visible difference between Jewish and gentile 

males. Informed medical opinion is now unanimous that circumcision confers 

no benefit and the practice has declined. In Jewish circles it is virtually taboo to 

question circumcision, but Glick does not flinch from asking whether this pro-

cedure should continue to be the defining feature of modern Jewish identity. 
 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/marked-in-your-flesh-

9780195315943?lang=en&cc=us 
 

 

Aging and the Digital Life Course  
Edited by David Prendergast and Chiara Garattini 

Berghahn Books 300 pages 

 

Across the life course, new forms of 

community, ways of keeping in con-

tact, and practices for engaging in 

work, healthcare, retail, learning and 

leisure are evolving rapidly. Breaking 

new ground in the study of technolo-

gy and aging, this book examines 

how developments in smart phones, 

the internet, cloud computing, and 

online social networking are redefin-

ing experiences and expectations 

around growing older in the twenty-

first century. Drawing on contribu-

tions from leading commentators and 

researchers across the world, this book explores key themes such 

as caregiving, the use of social media, robotics, chronic disease 

and dementia management, gaming, migration, and data inher-

itance, to name a few. 
 

http://berghahnbooks.com/title/PrendergastAging 

 

Cosmos, Gods and Madmen:  

Frameworks in the Anthropologies of Medicine 
Edited by Ronald Littlefield and Rebecca Lynch (2016) 

Berghahn Books, 220 pages 
 

The social anthropology of sickness and health has always 

been concerned with religious cosmologies: how societies 

make sense of such issues as prediction and control of mis-

fortune and fate; the malevolence of others; the benevolence 

(or otherwise) of the mystical world; local understanding and 

explanations of the natural and ultra-human worlds. This 

volume presents differing cate-

gorizations and conflicts that 

occur as people seek to make 

sense of suffering and their ex-

periences. Cosmologies, whether 

incorporating the divine or as 

purely secular, lead us to inter-

pret human action and the hu-

man constitution, its ills and its 

healing and, in particular, ways 

which determine and limit our 

very possibilities. 

http://berghahnbooks.com/title/

LittlewoodCosmos 

 

 

Almost Human: The Astonishing Tale of Homo naledi 
By Lee Berger and John Hawkes (2017) 

National Geographic, 240 pages 
 

This first-person narrative about an archaeological discovery is rewriting the story of human evo-

lution. A story of defiance and determination by a controversial scientist, this is Lee Berger's own 

take on finding Homo naledi, an all-new species on the human family tree and one of the greatest 

discoveries of the 21st century. In 2013, Berger, a National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence, 

caught wind of a cache of bones in a hard-to-reach underground cave in South Africa. He put out 

a call around the world for petite collaborators—men and women small and adventurous enough 

to be able to squeeze through 8-inch tunnels to reach a sunless cave 40 feet underground. With 

this team of "underground astronauts," Berger made the discovery of a lifetime: hundreds of pre-

historic bones, including entire skeletons of at least 15 individuals, all perhaps two million years 

old. Their features combined those of known prehominids like Lucy, the famous Australo-

pithecus, with those more human than anything ever before seen in prehistoric remains. Berger's 

team had discovered an all new species, and they called it Homo naledi. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Almost-Human-Astonishing-Discovery-Changed/dp/1426218117 
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SWAA Executive Board 2017-2018 

 
 
 
 

The SWAA Newsletter  
is published quarterly in Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter by the  

Southwestern Anthropological Association.  
 

Submissions should be sent to: beerickson@fullerton.edu or to Barbra Erickson, CSU Fullerton,  
Division of Anthropology, Fullerton, CA 92834-6846. Phone: (657) 278-5697 

 

 
Due Dates for Submissions: March 1, June 1, September 1, December 1  

Authors, please include a brief statement describing your interests and affiliation.  
 

  

Newsletter Editor, Barbra Erickson.   
   © Southwestern Anthropological Association 2017 

 

 

SWAA Membership 
 

Membership in the Southwestern Anthropological Association includes a subscription  
to the quarterly SWAA Newsletter  

 
Information about how to join or renew is available at:  swaa-anthro.org/membership/ 

 
 
 

If you're not sure if your membership is up-to-date, contact:  
Eric Canin at ecanin@gmail.com  

 
  

 

 
 
Jonathan Karpf, Board Chair and  
Local Arrangements  Chair 
Department of Anthropology  
San Jose  State University  
jkarpf@calfac.org  
 
Hank Delcore, President 
Department of Anthropology 
California State University, Fresno 
hdelcore@csufresno.edu 
 
Sarah Grant, Vice President 
Division of Anthropology 
California State University, Fullerton 
sagrant@fullerton.edu   
 
A.J. Faas, Past President 
Department of Anthropology 
San Jose   State University 
aj.faas@sjsu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Andre Yefremian,  Treasurer 
Department of Anthropology 
Glendale Community College 
swaatreasurer@yahoo.com  
 
Janni Pedersen, Secretary and              
Registration Chair 
Cultural Anthropology Program 
Ashford University 
janni.pedersen@ashford.edu 
 
Eric Canin, Membership Chair 
Division of Anthropology 
California State University, Fullerton 
ecanin@gmail.com  
 
Barbra Erickson, Newsletter Editor 
Division of Anthropology 
California State University, Fullerton 
beerickson@fullerton.edu 
 
Michael Eissinger, Member-at-Large 
Department of Anthropology 
California State University, Fresno 
meissinger@csufresno.edu 

 

 
 
H. Bruce Stokes, Member-at-Large 
School of Behavioral Sciences 
California Baptist University 
hbstokes@calbaptist.edu 
 
Janet Page-Reeves, Member-at-Large 
Department of Family and Community 
Medicine 
University of New Mexico 
JPage-Reeves@salud.unm.edu  
 
Justin D’Agostino, Student Member 
Department of Anthropology 
Southern Illinois University   
dagostinojustin@gmail.com 
 
Frank Ramos, Student Member 
Department of Anthropology 
University of California, Riverside 
framo004@ucr.edu 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP 
 

  Membership/renewal forms and online membership/renewal can also be found at the  
                           SWAA website: swaa-anthro.org/membership/ 

 

NAME: 

AFFILIATION: 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

 

EMAIL: 

 

Regular Member         _______    $25  Graduate student member           _______   $25 

Emeritus Member       _______    $20   Undergraduate student member  _______   $20 

  

Make check payable to SWAA. Mail completed form and check to:  

Treasurer, SWAA, Dept. of Anthropology, SJSU, 1 Washington Square, San Jose, CA 95192-0113 

 

 I would like to receive the SWAA Newsletter ONLINE _______ 

 I would like to receive a paper copy of each SWAA Newsletter  _______ 

 

Questions? Contact Andre Yefremian at swaatreasurer@yahoo.com  

     Fall 2017 Vol. 58 No. 3 

https://swaa-anthro.org/membership/
mailto:%20swaatreasurer@yahoo.com

